
7th Grade Summer Reading List 
CHOICE Reading (Please choose ONE book from the following list): 
 

Drums, Girls and Dangerous Pie by Jordan Sonnenblick (Realistic Fict.) 
 
When his younger brother is diagnosed with leukemia, thirteen-year-old Steven 
tries to deal with his complicated emotions, his school life, and his desire to 
support his family. 

 

Leviathan by Scott Westerfeld  (Adventure/Science Fiction) 

In an alternate 1914 Europe, fifteen-year-old Austrian Prince Alek, on the 
run from the Clanker Powers who are attempting to take over the globe 
using mechanical machinery, forms an uneasy alliance with Deryn who, 
disguised as a boy to join the British Air Service, is learning to fly 
genetically-engineered beasts. 

 
 

The London Eye Mystery by Siobhan Dowd  (Mystery) 
 
When Ted and Kat's cousin disappears from the London Eye ferris wheel, 
the two siblings must work together--Ted with his brain that is "wired 
differently" and impatient Kat--to try to solve the mystery of what 
happened to Salim. 

 

The Maze Runner by James Dashner  (Adventure) 

Sixteen-year-old Thomas wakes up with no memory in the middle of a maze and 
realizes he must work with the community in which he finds himself if he is to 
escape. 
 
 
 

Down the Rabbit Hole  by Peter Abrahams  (Mystery/Suspense) 
 
Ingrid lands the starring role in Alice in Wonderland while becoming caught 
up in the murder investigation of an eccentric neighbor. The first book in the 
series, An Echo Falls Mystery. 
 
 

 
 



Things Not Seen by Andrew Clements (Science Fiction/Fantasy) 
 
Bobby wakes up invisible. His parents and his new blind friend, Alicia, try to 
reverse his condition. 
 
 

 
Chains by Laurie Halse Anderson 
 
As the Revolutionary War begins, thirteen-year-old Isabel wages her own fight...for 
freedom.  Promised freedom upon the death of their owner, she and her sister, Ruth, 
become the property of a malicious couple, who have no sympathy for the 
American Revolution and even less for the girls. 

 
Peak by Roland Smith (Adventure) 
 
The emotional, tension filled story of a fourteen year old boy’s attempt to be the 
youngest person to reach the top of Mt. Everest. 
 

 
 
The Thief Lord by Cornelia Funk (Fantasy/Suspense) 
 
Two brothers, having run away from the aunt who plans to adopt the younger one, 
are sought by a detective hired by their aunt, but they have found shelter with -- and 
the protection of -- Venice's "Thief Lord." 
 

 
Isle of the Lost by Melissa de la Cruz (Fantasy/Adventure) 
 

                        Evil tree. Bad Apple? Twenty years ago, all the evil villains were banished from 
the kingdom of Auradon to the Isle of the Lost--a dark and dreary place protected 
by a force field that makes it impossible for them to leave. 

 
 

 
I Have a Bad Feeling About This by Jeff Strand (Suspense/Adventure) 

 
Henry Lambert would rather sit inside and play video games than spend time 
outside, but that doesn't make him a wuss. Sadly, his dad doesn't agree. So Henry 
is sent to Strongwoods Survival Camp. It looks like the victim of a zombie 
apocalypse, the "camp director" is a psycho drill sergeant, and Henry's sure he 
saw a sign written in blood... 

 
 



 
The Land of Stories – Wishing Spell  by Chris Colfer (Fantasy) 

 
     The Land of Stories tells the tale of twins Alex and Conner. Through the 

mysterious powers of a cherished book of stories, they leave their world behind 
and find themselves in a foreign land full of wonder and magic where they come 
face-to-face with the fairy tale characters they grew up reading about.  
 
 
 
 
Fantasy League by Mike Lupica (Realistic Fiction)  
 

      12-year-old Charlie is a fantasy football guru. He may be just a bench warmer for 
his school's football team, but when it comes to knowing and loving the game, 
he's first-string. He even becomes a celebrity when his podcast gets noticed by a 
sports radio host, who plays Charlie's fantasy picks for all of Los Angeles to hear.  
 
 
 
 
 
I Will Always Write Back by Martin Ganda & Caitlin Alifrenka (Non-Fiction) 
 

      It started as an assignment. Everyone in Caitlin's class wrote to an unknown 
student somewhere in a distant place.  Martin was lucky to even receive a pen-pal 
letter. There were only ten letters, and fifty kids in his class. But he was the top 
student, so he got the first one.  That letter was the beginning of a correspondence 
that spanned six years and changed two lives. 
 


